
Lancaster Newspapers Newspaper In Education Week
Judging Form

Photojournalism: News Photo

4 3 2 1
•	 Subject matter is clear and 

focal point is emphasized 
•	 Photo is clear and in focus
•	 Action or event is clearly 

emphasized
•	 Extremely visually pleasing
•	 Outstanding use of elements 

of photographic composition
•	 Excellent print quality
•	 High impact on viewer, holds 

viewer attention
•	 Shows great effort and 

decision making
•	 Shows no staging or 

coaching

•	 Subject matter is clear
•	 Photo is in focus
•	 Action or event is 

emphasized
•	 Visually pleasing
•	 Incorporates good use of 

photographic composition
•	 Good print quality
•	 Impact on viewer, holds 

viewer attention
•	 Shows effort and decision 

making

•	 Subject matter is somewhat 
clear

•	 Photo is unclear and 
somewhat out of focus

•	 Action or event is somewhat 
emphasized 

•	 Somewhat visually pleasing
•	 Minimal use of elements of 

photographic composition
•	 Acceptable print quality
•	 Some impact on viewer, 

somewhat hold attention
•	 Shows little effort and 

decision making

•	 Subject matter is vague
•	 Photo is unclear and out of 

focus
•	 Action or event is not 

emphasized
•	 Not visually pleasing
•	 Elements of  photographic 

composition not used
•	 Poor print quality 
•	 Little or no impact on viewer, 

does not hold attention
•	 Shows little or no effort
•	 Indicates staging or coaching

Total Score:
Student Name: _________________________________

Category: _____________________________________

Judge Instructions: Determine the level of the entry by 
matching the description with the entry,

Enter the deserving number of points (out of a possible 4) 
in the score box to the right.


